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Knowledge-building in jazz education 

 

PARENTAL INFORMATION STATEMENT 

 

(1) What is this study about? 

Your child’s combo teacher at jazz camp is taking part in research into how jazz people 
teach and learn jazz improvisation. A lot of what we as jazz teachers do is based on 
tradition or common sense, but no one has ever really examined how young students 
actually build the knowledge they need to play jazz, or how teachers help them to do 
this. If we can find out, then we can help make teaching even better and learning more 
rewarding. That should mean better results for everyone. This research is trying to find 
something more useful than “you either have it or you don’t”! 

Your child has been invited to participate in this study because they will be a member of 
one of the combo groups that will be filmed and recorded during the camp. This 
Participant Information Statement tells you and your child about the research study. 
Knowing what is involved will help you decide if you want to let your child take part in the 
research and if they would like to participate. Please read this sheet carefully and ask 
questions about anything that you don’t understand or want to know more about.  

Participation in this research study is voluntary.  

By giving your consent you are telling us that you: 

 Understand what you have read. 

 Agree for your child to take part in the research study as outlined below. 

 Agree to the use of your child’s personal information as described. 
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(2) Who is running the study? 

The project is being run by Saul Richardson and will form the basis for the degree of 
Doctor of Philosophy at The University of Sydney under the supervision of Associate 
Professor Karl Maton in the Department of Sociology and Social Policy.  

The researcher, Saul Richardson, is a director of Jazz Workshop Australia (JWA), an 
organisation that supports Summer Jazz Camp. Neither Saul Richardson nor JWA stand 
to gain any financial benefit from the research, though Saul does hope it will lead to a 
PhD. for him and that results can be shared freely among the jazz education community 
and should help make learning jazz better, more rewarding, and more fun for everyone. 

(3) What will the study involve? 

The study involves video and audio recording of your child’s tutor during combo 
rehearsals at Summer Jazz Camp. The aim of this is to record classroom interactions of 
the tutor and see how various aspects of small group jazz performance and 
improvisation are taught. Your child is not the focus of the research and there is nothing 
you or your child need to do. The study is focused on the teacher. Anonymous audio 
recordings will also be made of the rehearsals as one way of hearing things the tutor 
says or does. 

The study aims to have as little impact as possible in the rehearsal to fully allow for 
normal rehearsing. There will only ever be one researcher in your class during the 
recording.  

(4) How much time will the study take? 

The aim is to record four combo rehearsals, one each day on Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday of Jazz Camp. Your child will not need to do anything special 
or extra for this, just attend the rehearsal as normal. 

(5) Who can take part in the study? 

The study is looking at tutors who are teaching jazz performance and improvisation to 
school-aged students participating in beginner and intermediate level combo rehearsals 
at JWA Summer Jazz Camp, January 2016. The study is focused on teachers and what 
they do. 

(6) Does my child have to be in the study? Can they withdraw from the study once 
they’ve started? 

Being in this study is completely voluntary - you are not under any obligation to consent 
and - if you do consent - you can withdraw at any time without affecting your relationship 
with JWA, Jazz Camp staff or The University of Sydney. It should be noted, however, 
that any recordings made before withdrawal will not be deleted and will be used in the 
study. If you do not wish your child to participate in the study we will try to keep them out 
of the video recording and, if they appear incidentally, they will be de-identified (blurred 
out and muted).  
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 Will I get anything for being in the study? 

You will not get anything directly for being part of this study, but your child’s participation 
may benefit your child’s teacher. The observations will help provide immediate feedback 
to your child’s combo tutor and may help produce findings that are useful for jazz 
educators and students more widely. It is also expected that research from this study will 
contribute to jazz educators’ better understanding of their teaching practices and ways it 
can be more effective. Parents may also come to understand more about the practice of 
teaching and learning jazz as a result. 

(7) What will happen to information that is collected during the study? 

While the study is entirely focused on the teacher, and not on your child, there is a 
chance that your child may inadvertently be filmed during the observations. The video 
and recordings will be used to study what the teacher says and does during the lesson to 
help the students learn about playing jazz, how they explain things, what teaching 
techniques are used, and to see how they interact with the group as they teach. After the 
research is complete the findings about how jazz educators teach will be reported in a 
PhD thesis and possibly other academic publications too. 

Your child’s information will be stored securely and their identity/information will be kept 
strictly confidential, except as required by law. Study findings may be published, possibly 
including excerpts of video and/or audio recordings from the rehearsals. Your child will 
not be identified in any written results. 

We will keep the information we collect for this study, and we may use it in future 
projects. By providing your consent you are allowing us to use your child’s information in 
future projects. We don’t know at this stage what these other projects will involve. We 
will seek ethical approval before using the information in these future projects. Note, 
however, that video and sound recordings of the rehearsals will be destroyed after five 
years. 

(8) Can I or my child tell other people about the study? 

Yes, you are welcome to tell other people about the study. 

(9) What if we would like further information about the study? 

After you have read this information, the researcher is happy to discuss it with you 
further and answer any questions you may have. Please feel free to contact Saul 
Richardson on 9966 5468 (office) or at saul.richardson@sydney.edu.au (email). You are 
also welcome to contact jazz camp if you would like to ask them anything about this: 
info@sydneyjazzcamp.com 

(10) What if we have a complaint or any concerns about the study? 

If you have any concerns or complaints you can contact The University of Sydney on 
+61 2 8627 8176 (Telephone); +61 2 8627 8177 (Facsimile) or 
ro.humanethics@sydney.edu.au (Email). 

This information sheet is for you to keep 


